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REMARKS 

With regard to points 1 and 2 on page 2 of the Office Action, 
this application does not claim priority of either of the Australian 
applications . 

The claims have been amended in ordex^ to remove the claim 
objections and the claim rejections pointed out in paragraphs 5 and 6 
on pages 3 and 4 of the Office Action. 

With regard to the objection to claims 1, 3 and 4, applicant 
respectfully points out that the spaced elements are functionally 
distinct from the recesses engaged by the detents, although in the 
case of the preferred embodiment of the invention, these two 
functional structures are provided by a hollow rib. 

The examiner has objected to the drawings under 37 CFR 1.83(a) , 
The amendments to claim 7 obviate this objection. 

Claims 1-3, 5 and 6 stand rejected under 35 USC 102 over Morel et 

al. 

The present invention relates to a blister package for mounting 
in an aperture of a carrier sheet. The blister package is 
particularly intended for use in holding a pharmaceutical medication 
in the form of one or more tablets. The package is carried by the 
patient so that the medication will be close at hand when needed. A 
significant requirement for such a package is that it should isolate 
the tablets from the environment, so that the tablets remain clean and 
dry. 

Blister packages for medication doses must be designed so that 
they will serve this purpose without substantial regard to the 
circumstances of- use. Thus, since the package accompanies the 
patient, the designer of a blister package must be cognizant of the 
possibility that the package will be used not only in benign 
conditions but may also be used in harsh conditions, such as the dusty 
environment that exists in a desert or the damp environment that might 
exist in a forest. The package provided to a patient must remain 
securely closed in these conditions and yet be capable of being opened 
and reclosed when required, and, when reclosed, to maintain isolation 
of any tablets that remain in the package from the harsh environment . 

The structure recited in claim 1 includes features that are 
specifically intended to provide the necessary ease of use and 
security of isolation. Thus, claim 1 requires a lid formed with a 
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resiliently flexible spigot which fits enugly into the socket of the 
holder. The relevant definition of a spigot is a bung or plug. When 
a bung or plug is placed in a socket, it is inherent that the bung or 
plunger seals the aperture defined by the socket and that there is 
frictional resistance against removal of the bung or plug Trom the 
socket ♦ Claim 1 also requires cooperating fixtures on the spigot and 
socket which retain the lid closed until the package is to be opened. 
The cooperating fixtures on the spigot and socket are in addition to 
the spigot and socket themselves and correspond to the detents 17 and 
troughs provided by the ribs 16 shown in applicant's FIG. 3, for 
example. The detents 17 will not locate in the troughs provided by 
the ribs is unless the spigot part of the lid is in the correct 
position to frictionally engage and seal against the interior of the 
socket. If, for example, the package were used in dusty conditions 
and a particle of grit were lodged under the peripheral flange of the 
lid, the lid could not be pressed into its fully closed position and 
the detents 17 would not snap into engagement with the troughs 
provided by the ribs 16. This would be detected by the person 
attempting to close the package^ who would then reopen the package and 
wipe the obstructing grit away. 

Morel et al discloses a stackable container to be used for 
display packaging in a retail store. Generally, retail stores are 
air-conditioned and clean. As shown in FIG. 3 of Morel et al, the 
package comprises a transparent plastic container 10 having a cover 22 
which is a friction fit in the mouth of a receptacle portion 15, the 
extent of insertion of the cover 22 in the mouth being determined by 
abutment of the wall portion 23 of the cover with a ledge 19 formed in 
the receptacle molding. 

Were the package of Morel et al used in a dry and dusty 
environment, a particle of grit settling on the ledge 19 would prevent 
the complete insertion of the cover into the closed position. The 
frictional sealing contact between the sides of the cover and the 
receptacle portion would be lost as the cover would be unable to move 
into a position in which it abutted and sealed against the ledge. The 
receptacle would therefore remain partially open and this would allow 
insects, dust and moisture to enter the interior of the receptacle. 
Deterioration of the contents of the package would follow. 
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Morel et al does not disclose ozr suggest that the wall 24 o£ the 
cover 22 and the side wall 20 of the receptacle portion 15 should be 
provided with cooperating fixtures within che meaning of claira 1. The 
friction fit referred to at column 3, line 32, is not provided by 
cooperating fixtures that are in addition to the structural 
characteristics of the cover and the receptacle portion but is simply 
inherent in the nature of the cover and the receptacle portion. 

In view of the foregoing, applicant submita that claim 1 is 
patentable over the disclosure of Morel et al. It necessarily follows 
that the dependent claims 2-4 also are patentable. 

Claim 4 stands rejected under 35 USC 103 over Morel et al in view 
of Szamborski. Szamborski also is concerned with display packaging 
for use in a retail store. In Szamborski, the cover 12 fits over, not 
inside^ the base 16 in which the merchandise is to be displayed. 
Szamborski also suggests that inter- fitting dimples 40 and pockets 74 
be provided to positively locate the cover with respect to the base, 
as shown in FIG. 5, The examiner suggests that it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art in view of Szamborski 
to provide the cover 22 of Morel et al with dimples to engage the 
retention tabs 27 of Morel et al in order to more positively locate 
the cover 22 with respect to the receptacle portion 15. Applicant 
sTibmits that this would not in fact have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art having regard to the intended use of the 
container disclosed by Morel et al (and without regard to applicant's 
disclosure) because one mechanism for retaining the cover in position 
is perfectly adequate for the display packaging disclosed by Morel et 
al. There is nothing to be gained by employing a second retention 
mechanism and providing a second retention mechanism would result in 
extra cost of manufacture. It would not have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify the structure disclosed by 
Morel et al to provide an extra, redundant, retention mechanism. 
Therefore, applicant submits that claim 4 is patentable independently 
of claim 1 . 

Claim 5 has been rewritten in independent form and is now 
directed uo a blister package assembly comprising a carrier sheet and 
a blister package. The blister package defined in claim 5 has the 
same structure as the blister package defined in claim 1. 
Accordingly, claim 5 also is patentable over the disclosure of Morel 
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et al and it followa that the dependent claims 6 and 7 also are 
patentable . 

In view of the foregoing, applicant submits that all claims now 
of record sure patentable over the prior art- 



jpspectfully submitted, 
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